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SECTION 1.  INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
 

1.1  Purpose of the Lanesborough Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
A hazard is defined as “an event or physical condition that has the potential to cause fatalities, 
injuries, property damage, infrastructure damage, agricultural loss, damage to the environment, 
interruption of business, or the types of harm or loss.”   Hazard mitigation is defined as a 
“sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to people and property from 
hazards and their effects” (FEMA, date unknown).  
 
The Federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 mandated that all localities prepare local hazard 
mitigation plans to be eligible for future FEMA funding from the newly established Pre-disaster 
Mitigation (PDM) grant program and for the existing post-disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP), the latter of which is a mainstay of the FEMA grant programs.   

 
The purpose of this multi-hazard mitigation effort is to facilitate hazard mitigation in the town of 
Lanesborough, Massachusetts.  The creation of the Lanesborough Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
is a tool to help town officials identify hazard risks, assess the town’s vulnerability to hazardous 
conditions, consider measures that can be taken to minimize hazardous conditions, and develop 
an action plan that can be reasonably be implemented to mitigate the impacts of hazards in the 
region.  This plan should be used in conjunction with the Berkshire Regional Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan and the Lanesborough Comprehensive Emergency Management (CEM) Plan, 
from which it derived much of its baseline data.    
 

1.2 Background 
 
Lanesborough is located in north-central Berkshire County, Massachusetts and is bordered to 
north by New Ashford, to the east by Cheshire and Dalton, to the south by Pittsfield and to the 
west by Hancock.   The town is 18,764 acres in size, which is approximately 30 square miles.  
Lanesborough is situated at the headwaters of the two major river watershed in the county: the 
Housatonic River, which flows southward through Connecticut to Long Island Sound, and the 
Hoosic River, which flows northward into the Hudson River, which ultimately flows into the 
Atlantic Ocean.  The majority of the town (73%) is located within the Housatonic River 
watershed. 
  
Lanesborough is a bedroom community, with many of its residents commuting to Pittsfield, the 
commercial center of Berkshire County.  According to 1999 land use data, the town is largely 
forested (70% land use coverage), with patches of active agricultural fields and pastures.  
Residential development (8% coverage) has occurred in villages, around the lake and along 
major roadways.  Commercial and industrial development (combined 1% coverage) has 
historically been located along Routes 7 and 8, which are the two major north-south arterial 
routes in Berkshire County.  
 

1.3  Public Participation 
 
The Lanesborough Hazard Mitigation Committee consists of several local officials and citizens, 
from several different disciplines, as is illustrated in Table 1.   
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Table 1.  Lanesborough Hazard Mitigation Committee 
 

Name Position 

Mark Bashara Police Chief 

Paul Boudreau Town Administrator 

William Decelles DPW Superintendent 

Charles Durfee Fire Chief 

Lauren Gaherty Berkshire Regional Planning Commission 

Charles “Butch” Garrity Emergency Management Director 

Lee Hauge Fire & Water District, Friends of Pontoosuc 

Jack Hickey Conservation Commission, Friends of Pontoosuc 

   
The Lanesborough Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan is a compilation of the data collected during the 
development of a regional plan and the addition of site specific information from those who have 
intimate knowledge of the town and its hazards.  The draft plan was first presented to the 
Lanesborough Select Board in September, and they approved the draft at their regularly 
scheduled public meeting on September 29, 2008 (see Appendix C).  Copies of the plan were 
also supplied to the facility manager of the Berkshire Mall, the largest structure and employer in 
the town and a member of the Lanesborough Planning Board, both of which were present at the 
Select Board meeting.  This meeting is televised and aired over local cable access.  Residents 
were urged to review the draft plan and provide input.  Copies of the draft plan were made 
available at the Town Hall, Town Library and was discussed in an article on the Lanesborough 
Concerned Citizens Newsletter, an e-newsletter that is distributed to more than 400 families.  
The draft plan was also posted on the home page of the Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission’s (BRPC) website (see Appendix 2).  The draft plan was also offered to fellow 
members of the Central Berkshire Regional Planning Committee (CBREPC) for comment.  This 
Committee is comprised of 13 towns in the central Berkshire County region (see the Multi-
Hazard Mitigation Map, Appendix 1). 
 
Edits to the draft plan reflect comments provided by the Hazard Mitigation Committee, local 
officials and citizens, MEMA and FEMA.  Technical Assistance for the development of this plan 
were provided by the BRPC. 
 

1.4  Coordination with Existing and Developing Planning Efforts 
 
There are several documents and efforts that identify and address emergency and 
environmental concerns.  The Town of Lanesborough has developed an updated CEM Plan 
(2007) that outlines an emergency management program for planning and response to potential 
emergency or disaster situations. It assigns responsibilities and functions, which will provide for 
the safety and welfare of its citizens against the threat of natural, technological, and national 
security emergencies and disasters. The plan addresses the Mitigation, Preparedness, 
Response and Recovery aspects of emergency management organizations, programs, 
protective actions, and specific hazards.  This plan is available in print form and at the town 
website.   
 
Regionally, the town is an active member of the Central Berkshire Regional Emergency 
Planning Committee (CBREPC), which is made up of 13 towns in the central Berkshire region.   
The CBREPC’s priority is to minimize the risk to public safety, health and property through the 
development of a Regional Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan and a database of 
resources, equipment, and personnel that can be drawn on upon in an emergency.   
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The town is included in the Berkshire Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (2005), a multi-
jurisdictional plan that covers the 32 municipalities in Berkshire County.  Each of these plans 
has a slightly different focus, but many of the components within them are common, such as an 
inventory of critical facilities, a list of roles and responsibilities, and protocols for response.  The 
intent of this hazard mitigation plan is to reflect existing conditions as cited in previous work, 
compliment and augment the efforts already undertaken, while meeting the requirements of a 
hazard mitigation plan as outlined by FEMA in the federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA 
2000). 
 
In addition to the above-mentioned plans, this Hazard Mitigation Plan also draws upon 
information found in the Draft Lanesborough Open Space and Recreation Plan, which discusses 
areas of environmental and public safety concerns. 
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SECTION 2. RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
 

2.1 Identifying Hazards 
 
The Berkshire Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan lists 11 natural hazards that have the 
potential to impact the region.  This list regional list, which was modeled after the 
Massachusetts Multi-hazard Mitigation Plan, was used as the basis for identifying the threats for 
the town of Lanesborough.  To determine which natural hazards have the greatest potential to 
impact the town, the hazards were analyzed for their Area of Impact, Frequency of Occurrence 
and Severity.  Refer to Table 2 for a matrix displaying the natural hazards and their ranking.  In 
addition to natural hazards, this multi-hazard mitigation plan also analyzes the potential risk for 
hazardous materials spills and contamination. 
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Table 2.   Hazards that have the greatest potential to impact Lanesborough 
 

Hazard: Area of Impact  Frequency of 
Occurrence 

Magnitude / 
Severity 

Hazard Ranking 

 Rate: Rate: Rate:   

  1=small 
2=medium 

3=large 

0 = Very low 
frequency 
1 = Low  

2 = Medium  
3 = High Frequency 

1=limited 
2=significant 

3=critical 
4=catastrophic 

  

Flooding 2 3 3 8 

Snow Event 3 3 2 8 

Severe Storms (wind, 
lightning, hail, 
thunderstorms) 

3 3 2 8 

Haz Mat 
Contamination 

3 2 3 8 

Hurricane & Tropical 
Storms 

3 2 2 7 

Beaver Activity 1 3 2 6 

Tornado 2 0 4 6 

Wildfire 2 3 2 6 

Drought 3 1 1 5 

Earthquake 2 0 2 4 

Ice Jams 1 0 2 3 

Dam Failure 1 1 1 3 

 
Area of Impact 

    

1=small (isolated to a specific area of town during one event)  

2=medium (occurring in multiple areas across town during one event)  

3=large (affecting a significant portion of town during one event) 

Frequency of Occurrence:    

0=Very low frequency (events that have not occurred in recorded history of the town, or that 
occur less than once in 1,000 years (less than 0.1% per year)) 

 

1=Low frequency (events that occur from once in 100 years to once in 1,000 years (0.1% to 1% per year)) 

2=Medium frequency (events that occur from once in 10 years to once in 100 years (1% to 10% per year)) 

3=High frequency (events that occur more frequently than once in 10 years (greater than 
10% per year)) 

 

Magnitude/Severity:     

1=limited (injuries and/or illnesses are treatable with first aid; minor” quality or life" loss; shutdown of critical 
facilities and services for 24 hours or less; property severely damaged < 10%) 

2=significant (injuries and/or illnesses do not result in permanent disability; shutdown of several critical facilities 
and services for more than one week; property severely damaged < 25% and > 10%) 

3=critical (injuries and/or illnesses result in permanent disability; complete shutdown of critical facilities for at 
least two weeks; property severely damaged < 50% and > 25%) 

4=catastrophic (multiple deaths; complete shutdown of facilities for 30 days or more; property severely damaged> 
50%) 

Source:  Table developed by BRPC 2005. 
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2.2. Profiling Hazard Events 
 

This section outlines the hazards that affect Berkshire County in general, and Lanesborough in 
particular, by documenting the past occurrences, the conditions that contribute to the risk and 
the chance of future occurrences.  There have been 14 declared natural hazard disasters in the 
region since 1985, 12 of them declared by FEMA and two of them declared by the state of 
Massachusetts.  These are listed below. 
 

Table 3.  Disaster Declarations in the Berkshire Region, Nov. 1985 – Feb. 2003 
 

Event Date Type of Event Area Affected Agency 

Hurricane Gloria 
November 

1985 Disaster Berkshire FEMA 

Spring Floods April 1987 Disaster Berkshire FEMA 

Winter 
Storms/Blizzard March 1993 

Snow 
Emergency Berkshire FEMA 

Berkshire Tornado May 1995 Disaster 
Egremont, Great 
Barrington, Monterey State 

Winter 
Storms/Blizzard January 1996 

Snow 
Emergency Berkshire FEMA 

June Rainstorm June 2000 Disaster 

Adams, Cheshire, New 
Ashford, North Adams, 
Williamstown State 

Winter 
Storms/Blizzard March 2001 

Snow 
Emergency Berkshire FEMA 

February Blizzard February 2003 
Snow 
Emergency Berkshire FEMA 

Winter 
Storms/Blizzard 

December 
2003 

Snow 
Emergency Berkshire FEMA 

Winter 
Storms/Blizzard January 2005 

Snow 
Emergency Berkshire FEMA 

Hurricane Katrina August 2005 Disaster Berkshire FEMA 

October Floods October 2005 Disaster Berkshire FEMA 

Mother’s Day Storm May 2006 Disaster Berkshire FEMA 

Severe 
Storm/Flooding April 2007 NA Berkshire FEMA 

Source: BRPC, 2005, 2008. 
 

Dam Failure 
 
There are no dams within the town of Lanesborough that are large enough to be under the 
authority of the Office of Dam Safety.  This is unusual for the county; in fact, Lanesborough is 
the only town in the county without a jurisdictional dam.   However, there are sites along Town 
Brook at which there are sizable beaver dams.  These structures are discussed in more detail in 
the Beaver Activity Sections of this plan.  Current specific areas of concern are along Town 
Brook, above Bridge Street and above Bull Hill Road.   
 
Although the Pontoosuc Lake dam is not located in Lanesborough, it does control the level of 
the lake and affects the Lanesborough properties on the northern portion of the lake.  The dam, 
which is categorized as a high hazard dam, is controlled by the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation.  Fortunately, the Pontoosuc Lake dam, which is located in Pittsfield, is newly 
restored, thus decreasing the chance that it could fail.   
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Flooding 
 
Flooding can occur as a result of several natural hazards or disasters, including dam failure, 
beaver activity, heavy winter rains, heavy spring snowmelt, severe thunderstorms, and 
hurricanes.  Flooding in the Berkshires can occur during any season of the year, most notably 
during spring snowmelt and in late summer and early fall during hurricane season.  Flooding 
can also occur when stormwater drainage infrastructure fails.  As seen in Table 3, flooding was 
a serious effect in seven of the 14 declared disasters in the region. 
 
According to the Flood Insurance Study, Town of Lanesborough (1981), the lower reaches of 
brooks in town are susceptible to sediment and erosion damage, but are not classified as major 
damage areas.  Stony loam soils are found in the uplands in the eastern and western parts of 
the town, while loams of good texture are found through the Town Brook valley, in the central 
portion of the town. 
 
The Flood Insurance Study notes that there have been several floods in Lanesborough during 
the 20th and up through the present time.  The September flood of 1938 and the New Year flood 
of 1949 “were the most severe to occur in this area, with recurrence intervals of 50 and 100 year 
floods, respectively.”  While it is unknown what the flood was considered in Lanesborough it was 
considered a 500-year flood event in neighboring Cheshire (FEMA, 1982).  In 1955 Hurricanes 
Connie and Diane combined to flood many of the communities in the southern and eastern 
portion of the county registering in 100-500 year floods, and in May 1984 a multi-day storm hit 
the region that left up to 9 inches of rain throughout the southern Berkshires and 20 inches of 
rain in localized areas.  This was reported as an 80-year flood for most of the area and higher 
where the rainfall was greater (BRPC, 2005). 
 
Since the National Flood Insurance Program began up through December 31, 2002, there have 
been 175 claims in Berkshire County totaling $409,124.  This is approximately $2,338 per claim.  
The Town of Lanesborough has had only one claim totaling $6,554.   There are no repetitive 
 
The amount of development, most particularly impervious surface area, within the floodplain 
affects the floodplains’ ability to absorb and store water during flood events.  Overall most of the 
floodplains in Berkshire County, including the town of Lanesborough, are relatively 
undeveloped.  Approximately 7% of Berkshire County is floodplain, and approximately 7% of 
those floodplains are developed.  Similarly 7% (1,265 acres) of Lanesborough is floodplain, and 
8% (99 acres) of the town’s floodplain is developed.   
 
Using our past as a guide, the Berkshires will continue to be impacted by floods.  With five flood 
events that approached or exceeded a 100-year interval between 1938 and 2008, we can 
estimate statistically that we will get a major flood event to hit our region every 25 years.  Efforts 
to flood-proof or relocate existing development within the floodplain, including road systems and 
other public infrastructure, along with efforts to prohibit or limit new development, will decrease 
the potential for damage and losses in the future. 
 
Table 4.  Lanesborough Floodplains 
 

Acres in 
Lanesborough 

Acres in 100-year 
Floodplain 

Percent of town in 
Floodplain 

Acres  Flood-
plain developed 

Percent  Floodplain 
Developed 

18,934.2 1,264.8 6.7% 98.9 7.8% 

 Source:  BRPC 2005. 

 



https://d.docs.live.net/4a8e9efd5a75f683/Desktop/Josh Docs/Policies/LanesbHazMitPlanFinal.docx 9 

Snow Events 
 
Winter storms are the most common and most familiar of Massachusetts hazards which affect 
large geographical areas. The majority of blizzards and ice storms in the Commonwealth cause 
more massive inconvenience than they do serious property damage, injuries, or deaths.  The 
National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), a division of NOAA, reports statistics on severe winter 
storms from January 1993 through April 2004.  During this 12-year span, Berkshire County 
experienced 60 severe winter storms, an average of 5 per winter.  This number varies each 
winter, ranging from one during the winter of 1994-95 to nine during 1997-1998.  Periodically, a 
storm will occur which is a true disaster, and necessitates intense, large-scale emergency 
response.  Of the 14 federally declared natural disasters since 1985 that have affected 
Berkshire County, six of these have been winter storms (refer to Table 3).   
 
The annual average snowfall for Lanesborough is 48-72 inches, which is categorized as a high 
snowfall level by the state of Massachusetts.  The greatest accumulation of snow during a 3-day 
storm event is in the 24-36-inch range.  One unusual storm was October snowstorm of 1987, 
which dropped several inches of wet snow on the county.  The trees, which still had their 
autumn leaves, were overwhelmed with the weight of the snow.  As a result, trees, limbs and 
downed power lines were scattered across the region.  Schools throughout the region were 
closed.  Lanesborough rescue crews drove the town loader and other equipment up Rockwell 
Road to open the road and allow the rescue of campers staying in the Sperry Campground in 
the Mt. Greylock State Reservation. 
 
Using regional history as a guide for future severe winter storms, it can be assumed that 
Berkshire County will be at risk for approximately five severe winter storms per winter.  Storms 
generally occur December through March, with the greatest risks occurring in January (30% of 
the total), with significant risk also occurring in December through March (each containing 20% 
of the total).  
 
Severe Storms (thunderstorms, wind, hail, lightning) and Hurricanes & Tropical Storms 
 
According to the NOAA data discussed in the Berkshire Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, during the period from 1993 to 2003, 98 severe storms comprising of thunderstorms, high 
winds, or hail have occurred in Berkshire County.  This comes out to 9.8 severe storms per 
year.  Examining the thunderstorms and high winds separately from the hail indicates that 
Berkshire County has received 63 thunderstorms and high winds over the 10 year period, or 6.3 
per year and 35 hail events over the same period, or 3.5 events per year (BRPC, 2005).  The 
majority of the storms have occurred between May and August, with July being the highest 
month.  During this time period, Lanesborough experienced four distinct severe storms. 
 
Severe winds also occasionally impact Lanesborough, knocking down power lines and 
interrupting electric power distribution.  In general, power outages occur most frequently in the 
northern portion of the town, to residents along Route 7 north of the Bailey Road intersection 
and along upper Scott and Kessler roads.  On average, residents estimate that they lose power 
approximately 4-5 times per year, with the outages lasting only a few hours.  The frequency and 
duration of outages has decreased over the last few years as Western Mass. Electric Company 
has improved its distribution system. 
 
Several microburst events have occurred in Lanesborough in recent history.  One microburst 
struck in the southeast portion of the town in 2001, knocking down trees and power lines.  The 
route of the storm generally followed the corridor of the underground gas lines, crossing 
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Partridge and Swamp roads and Summer Street.  In December 2006, on an unseasonally warm 
evening, many of the trees around the perimeter of the mall property were blown down.  The 
storm’s pathway was a southwest/northeast direction, crossing Swamp, Old State and Cheshire 
roads.  Because of this storm, electric power along Swamp Road was down for more than 24 
hours.   Another severe wind event downed trees and limbs along Bailey Road in August of 
2008.  Electricity in this area of town was out for more than seven hours.    
 
The summer of 2008 has been a notably stormy season, with several thunder/lightning storms 
and accompanying winds causing damage in various areas of the Berkshires.  It will be 
interesting to see NOAA’s data at the end of the year to see how this year compares to other 
unusually stormy years. 
  
In Berkshire County, Hurricanes and Tropical Storms are generally limited to the months of 
August, September, and October, with a few storms arriving in June, July or November.  
Lanesborough is fortunate in that it has not suffered serious damages from hurricanes or 
tropical storms.  Since 1851, when records began to be taken and the pathways of storms were 
tracked, up through 2000, the town has not been in the pathway of a hurricane or tropical storm.  
However, the October storms of 2005, caused wash-out damage to several roads in the town.   
The town used FEMA disaster funds to improve several gravel roads, including replacing gravel 
and/or improving and replacing culverts and catch basins.  The funds went most specifically to 
North Main, Kessler, Scott, Potter Mountain and Minor roads. 
 
Over the last 150 years, Berkshire County has experienced a direct hurricane hit approximately 
once every 15 years.  Combining these with those that have impacted but not directly crossed 
over the county, the Berkshires are impacted by a hurricane or tropical storm just less then 
every three years on average.   Based on past storm events, and given the center of the county 
is approximately 85 miles to the Long Island Sound and 115 miles to Boston Harbor, the 
Berkshires will continue be impacted by hurricanes and tropical storms.   
 
Beaver Activity 
 
The beaver population across the region has increased dramatically in the last several decades.  
This is due to an increase in forest cover, an increase in wetland protection and a recent limit on 
trapping the animals.  Beavers are a continuing concern regarding flooding of private property 
and local roadways in several areas across town.   
 
Beavers are a beneficial and integral part of the regional ecosystem.  By damming brooks and 
other water flows beavers help to expand wetland areas, which provide important habitat and 
allows for increased infiltration and groundwater recharge.  The very instinct which drives 
beavers to dam waterways and create water impoundments is the same instinct that drive 
beavers to clog culverts.  Hazardous conditions are created when impounded water backs up 
onto developed properties, when roadways are flooded or washed out, and when dams that 
hold back large impoundments endanger properties downstream.   
 
Hazardous driving conditions are created when roadways are flooded.  Damage to the roadbed 
occurs when moving water erodes or undermines the road, and when the soil supporting the 
roadbed becomes saturated with water and settles or shifts.  Gravel roads erode or are washed 
out.  The overall stability of paved roads decreases as the pavement becomes stressed and 
potholes are formed. 
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In 1999 Cornell University studied beaver activity along road corridors, focusing on identifying 
ecological factors and structural road crossing that beavers favor.  In general, beavers were 
more abundant along roadsides where woody vegetation (trees and shrubs) is present, where 
stream gradients were 2% or less, and where stream width is relatively narrow.  Also, arched or 
box culverts, which tend to retain the natural stream bed and width were less susceptible to 
clogging than round culverts, which tend to restrict and channel flow.  The smaller the width, the 
more readily it can be clogged. 
 
There are several areas within Lanesborough where beavers have created small ponds and 
wetlands, clogged culverts and threatened to flood roadways.  Beaver activity that has impacted 
road crossings and properties throughout Lanesborough can be found on the Multi-Hazard 
Mitigation Map.  The current areas of most concern are the beaver dams on Town Brook, 
upstream of Bull Hill Road and upstream of Bridge Street.     
 
It is expected that beaver activity will continue to persist throughout the region, as the factors 
that have allowed them to expand their range (increase in suitable habitat, an increase in 
wetland protection and a decrease in the hunting and trapping) are expected to remain relatively 
constant over the next decade. 
 
Tornado 
 
According to NOAA there have been 14 tornados that have occurred in Berkshire County since 
1950.  Most occur during the summer months of July and August.  None of those listed have 
occurred in Lanesborough.  However, tornadoes have been documented in neighboring towns 
of Cheshire, Dalton and Pittsfield (see Table 5 for details).  It should be noted that smaller 
tornadoes may occur without being documented by NOAA.  The town of Hinsdale notes in its 
hazard mitigation plan that local residents have witnessed two small tornados that swept 
through the town within the last seven years that are not listed with NOAA.  A tornado was also 
seen by residents in Peru in the summer of 2008.  
 

Table 5. Tornados in the Lanesborough area, 1950 - 2004 
 

Date Town Property 
Damage 

Category Deaths / 
Injuries 

10/3/1963 Cheshire 3,000 F1 0 

7/13/1975 Dalton 25,000 F2 0 

8/20/2004 Pittsfield 25,000 F0 0 

Source: BRPC, 2005. 

 
Wildfires 
 
Forests cover 69% of Lanesborough.  In general, most of these forests are relatively young, 
probably in the general age of being 40-150 years old.  Forests that were logged to create 
farmland, timber and charcoal have been allowed to grow back.  The forests that have 
regenerated are typical northern hardwood forests, largely the birch-beech-maple forest type.  
Other trees that abundant in the region include ash, white pine, hemlock and spruce, with some 
stands of oak.   
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According to MEMA records, there were 13 brush/forest fires in Lanesborough during 1995-
2000.  A total of approximately 12 acres were burned during these fires, which averages less 
and one acre per fire.  Two exceptional fires have occurred in Lanesborough.  A site of 
approximately 50 acres burned off Gulf Road in the Ledges area approximately 20 years ago.  
The largest fire in the town’s history occurred in April 2008, when approximately 180-200 acres 
burned off of Silver Street.  This fire, named the Widow White’s Peak Fire is listed with the 
National Forestry Service.  The sites of the two Lanesborough fires are noted on the Multi-
Hazard Mitigation Map. 

 
The two largest forest fires of recent memory within the state both occurred in Western 
Massachusetts, one in the town of Russell in Hampden County in 1995 and the second being 
the Widow White’s Peak fire.  Whereas the Lanesborough forest fire was controlled rather 
quickly, the Russell fire burned for two weeks.  This was largely due to the fire’s location on 
extremely steep terrain, making access particularly difficult, and to a ready fuel supply resulting 
from  unusually prolonged regional drought conditions.   More than 500 acres were burned and 
several dwellings and farms were threatened in the Russell Fire.  Smoke from the blaze caused 
air quality degradation to residents of communities as far away as West Springfield and 
Springfield.  According to the state hazard mitigation plan, approximately 50 fires were taking 
place in other parts of the state during the time of the Russell fire. 
 
Fires within the Berkshire region are highly dependent on moisture and underbrush.  When the 
region is in a dry period or drought the chance of fires will increase.  Also, much of the region is 
no longer harvested, leading to a build up of brush.  This can lead to an increase in wildfire risk, 
especially in times of drought.  These factors were involved in both the Lanesborough and 
Russell fires.  The presence and increasing size of the urban/woodland interface will also 
continue to cause future wildfires and increase the potential for loss of life or property. 
 
Drought 
 
The Berkshires have been affected by six multi-year droughts during the last 100 years covering 
66 months, or 5.5% of the time.  The most severe drought on record in the Northeast was during 
1961-69, with 1965 being the most severe year.  The Housatonic River watershed experienced a 
drought in 1985-88.  On the basis of streamflow records, the 1980-83 drought was the least 
severe of the major Massachusetts droughts.  In recent years droughts have not caused 
extreme hardships for the Berkshire region, but have tended to lead to restrictions on activities 
such as lawn watering or car washing. 
 
The Lanesborough Water District, formed in 1938, provides drinking water to approximately 
2,400 residents, which is roughly 80% of the population of the town.  There are 825 services, all 
but 40 of which are single family residences.  The Berkshire Village Cooperative provides water 
to approximately 50 residences in the Berkshire section of town. 
 
The Miner Road well, within the Town Brook subwatershed, is the primary source for the District 
and has a capacity of 610 gallons per minute.  A second well on Bridge Street is a back-up 
source, as it does not quite have the capacity to meet summer demand of the District.  July is 
the peak usage month, and is 12% higher than the average month.   
 
Groundwater studies conducted over several years have led to the conclusion that a well in a 
deep underground aquifer north of Bull Hill Rd may be the best option for an additional water 
source.  It is a deep well, residing 450 feet below ground in limestone.  Yields so far have been 
promising, although not conclusive.  This source is less susceptible to potential 
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contamination from hazardous material spills on nearby Route 7, and therefore is a desirable 
backup to the two existing wells. Further development work of a well on this site is a high priority 
item for the District. 
 
Multi-year droughts will continue to occur in the region.  It will require vigilance to ensure that 
sufficient water supplies are available for human consumption and for maintaining base 
streamflow to support aquatic wildlife.  Although the year-round population of the region is not 
notably increasing, the amount of land under development continues to increase.  To protect its 
water supply, Lanesborough must carefully maintain and protect the Town Brook aquifer and  
continue efforts to limit unnecessary water use through conservation measures.  Limiting or 
prohibiting new stormwater discharges into municipal drainage systems and encouraging or 
requiring that stormwater be contained on-site for groundwater recharge will help to maintain 
streamflow in drought conditions. 
 
Earthquake 
 
Based on the historic occurrences, which have been few and of limited severity, Berkshire 
County could be considered to be at a low risk for major earthquake damage.  Of the 144 
earthquakes recorded in the Massachusetts between 1668 and 1997, only three have occurred 
in the Berkshires, and none of these occurred in Lanesborough or neighboring communities.  
These have occurred in 1932, 1963 and 1982.  There has been no property damage or loss due 
to earthquakes in the town.   
 
There are three fault lines that traverse Berkshire County, and one of them runs north-south 
through Lanesborough (see map).  However, there is no discernable pattern of previous 
earthquakes along these fault lines.  Earthquakes can occur without warning, can occur 
anywhere within the county, and may be followed by aftershocks.  
 
Because the region’s geologic faults zones do not correlate well to earthquake locations or aid 
in predication of occurrence, it is difficult to identify reasonably affordable mitigation measures 
for this hazard.  Most buildings and infrastructures in Massachusetts were constructed without 
specific earthquake resistant design features.  Filled, sandy or clay soils are more vulnerable to 
earthquake pressures than other soils. There are heavy clay soils from the Pittsfield Line up 
through the 800 block of North Main Street. 
 
Ice Jams 
 
There have been a reported 41 ice jams that have occurred in Berkshire County between 1915 
and 1999.  None of these occurred in Lanesborough.     

 
Hazardous Materials 
 
The two municipal drinking water wells managed by the Lanesborough Water District are 
located to the west of and downslope from Route 7, which is a major regional arterial roadway, 
carrying high volumes of commercial traffic.  In 2000, a traffic study revealed that approximately 
15,000 vehicles per day traveled this roadway.  A major chemical spill along this route could 
contaminate the town’s drinking water supply.   
 
The high-yield aquifer underlying Town Brook is the source of Lanesborough’s drinking water 
supply.  The Town Brook aquifer is located in the center of Lanesborough west of Route 7 and 
flows into the northern end of Pontoosuc Lake.  This water supply is recharged by a 
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combination of the groundwater flowing from the surrounding hills and surface water flowing into 
Town Brook.  A wetland overlies much of the area.  Because the water supply is supplied by 
both groundwater and surface waters, it is vulnerable to contamination from a variety of 
sources.   
 
A petroleum leak from the Mobile gas station on Rt. 7 forced the Water District to close down 
the Bridge Street well for a couple of years.  MBTE levels were found in test wells located 
between the site and the well, but never in the Bridge Street well itself.  However there was 
concern that pumping the well would draw the contamination into the well, so it was not used for 
a period of time.  The reclamation work specified by the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection and performed with funding from Mobile corrected the problem, and 
the well is again approved by the DEP for use.  The well is now used only occasionally. 
 
There are no Tier II facilities that have registered with the Lanesborough Fire Department.  
However, there are several sites that are suspected of using and storing chemicals in sizable 
quantities.  These include the Maximillian lab and the Lanesborough DPW facility along the 
Main Street corridor and Lansen Mold, Injection Solutions, Village Trucking, Imperial Pools and 
Billings Construction on Cheshire Road.  These facilities are shown on the Multi-Hazard 
Mitigation Map.  
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SECTION 3.  ASSESSING VULNERABILITY 
 

3.1  Estimating Potential Losses  
 

It is critical that the Lanesborough Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan not only identifies risk, but also 
assess the county vulnerability to those risks.  To assess vulnerability, town officials analyzed 
and considered risk data discussed in the previous section (Section 2, Risk Assessment), land 
use, population trends, location of critical facilities and transportation networks, and existing 
protection measures. 
 
Dam Failure 
 
Factors that contribute to dam failure include design flaw, age, over-capacity stress and lack of 
maintenance.  According to the dam inventory maintained by the Office of Dam Safety, there is 
only one small, non-jurisdictional dam in the town.    
 
Flooding 
 
Flooding can occur as a result of one or a combination of many natural hazards, including winter 
storms, hurricanes/tropical storms, ice jams, and/or dam failure.  Flooding is the most 
predictable natural hazard in the region, and the one against which hazard mitigation efforts can 
work most effectively.  It is also an area for which data is most available and extensive in detail.  
It is, therefore, the hazard for which Lanesborough is estimating potential loss. 
 
The Town of Lanesborough is at the headwaters of the Housatonic River and the Hoosic River 
watersheds.  As stated previously, there are approximately 1,265 acres of 100-year floodplain in 
Lanesborough, which is 7% of the town’s total acreage.  Approximately 99 acres of floodplain 
are developed, which is 8% of the total floodplain acreage (BRPC, 2005).  The vast majority of 
the buildings are within the floodplain in the vicinity of Pontoosuc Lake.  Fortunately, the level of 
the lake is controlled by the newly reconstructed Pontoosuc Lake dam, which is located in 
neighboring Pittsfield and is controlled by staff from the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation.  Because of this control, there have been no serious flood damages incurred in this 
area. 
 
There are 146 main buildings located within the 100-year floodplain in Lanesborough, not 
including accessory structures.  These 146 buildings make up approximately 11% of the 
building stock in the town.     
 
Table 6.  Number of Buildings in Floodplain, by Type and Percentage of Total Buildings 
of that Type in Lanesborough 
 

Type of Building No. of Buildings % of Total Building Type 
in Town 

Commercial 4 7% 

Industrial 2 8% 

Residential 140 11% 

Municipal  0 0% 

Total 146 11% 
Source: BRPC, 2005.  
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To determine a loss estimate of the main buildings, the town listed the buildings within the 100-
year floodplain, categorizing them by building type, and listed each building’s assessed value.  
The total assessed value of the buildings within the floodplain is approximately $27,460,000. 
FEMA GIS datalayers were used to identify the boundaries of the 100-year floodplain.       
 
It should be noted that loss of buildings does not reflect the total loss estimate that would be 
incurred in a town-wide flooding event.  A truer loss estimate for the damages to buildings would 
include the damages to the building’s contents.  To roughly calculate the total building loss, the 
town utilized the loss estimate methodology employed by BRPC in its Berkshire Regional 
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan.  As seen in Table 6, the loss estimates for the buildings and 
their contents would increase the total loss by 60%, for a total loss of $43,754,000 .  An even 
truer loss estimate would also include damages or losses to the town (rescue and evacuation 
costs, infrastructure repair/replacement, cleanup costs, personnel costs), businesses (loss of 
operations, loss of fleet, loss of work), and individuals (loss of work). 
 

Table 7.  Loss Estimate for Properties within the 100-year Floodplain, 
Based on 2003 Property Value 

 

Source:  Mass. Department of Revenue, 2004 

 
There are no repetitive loss properties in Lanesborough.  There are a few homes in the town 
center, in the vicinity of Putnam Road, where the fire department does occasionally pump out 
residents’ basements, but none of these basements are finished, and none of them sustain 
costly damages.  To the town’s knowledge, there have been no significant flood damages, even 
though the region has suffered from significant storm events of a 100-year event level.   
 
Snow Events 
 
The town maintains the road system to the best of their ability.  The DPW Superintendent 
applies for and receives disaster relief when funds are made available to offset the cost of snow 
plowing/sanding and snow removal.   
 
Severe Storms (thunderstorms, wind, hail, lightning) and Hurricanes & Tropical Storms 
 
There are some roadways that suffer damage from heavy rains resulting from thunderstorms 
and hurricanes, and these are discussed in more detail in Section 3.2, Transportation Network.  
There have been a few microbursts in the town in recent years, but there is no discernable 
pattern to their location at this time. 
  
Beaver Activities 
 
The Town is vulnerable to flooding caused by beaver activity.  Beavers have been found in 
wetlands and streams throughout the town, having increased in numbers since underwater 
trapping restrictions were enacted in 1997.  They have been active and impacted road crossings 

Residential 
Property 

Residential 
Contents 

(50% 
Property 
Value) 

Commercial 
Property 

Commercial 
Contents 

(100% Prop. 
Value) 

Industrial 
Property 

Industrial 
Contents 

(125% Prop. 
Value) 

Total Loss 
Estimate 

22,472,000 11,236,000 4,709,000 4,709,000 279,000 349,000 43,754,000 
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in remote areas such as outer Potter Mountain Road and in more developed areas such as on 
Old State Road in Berkshire Village.   
 
Current beaver dams of concern, due to the size of the impoundments they create and the 
resulting flooding that would occur if they were to fail, are located along Town Brook from the 
center of town and southward to Pontoosuc Lake.  A dam upstream of Bridge Street, and dams 
upstream and downstream of Miner Road, are a concern not only for the potential for causing 
flooding, but also for the potential to contaminate the town’s drinking water supply. 
The DPW has purposely installed beaver control devices such as water levelers (on Silver 
Street) and cages to protect culverts (on Swamp Road and near the mall).    
  
Wildfire 
 
Wildfire is a hazard that can occur anywhere in the town of Lanesborough, especially given the 
fact that the vast majority of the town is covered in forest.  Despite an increase in scattered 
residential development in the town, it is expected that the predominant land use will remain 
forest for at least the next several years.  The town maintains mutual aide agreements with its 
neighboring communities and ties with the state   
 
Drought 
 
To date, the town has not suffered significantly from drought.  Vulnerability to the drinking water 
supply is discussed in more detail in Section 3.2. 
 
Tornado and Earthquake 
 
Tornados and Earthquakes can occur anywhere in the region.  These hazards occur 
sporadically in the Berkshires, and do not correlate well to geology and topology and weather 
conditions, which are helpful in predicting these hazards in other areas of the country such as 
California or the mid-west.  Although tornados are relatively rare in the region, they have been 
the most destructive in terms of injury, death and loss of property within the last half of this 
century.     
 

 
3.2  Assessing Vulnerability 

 
Land Use 
 
Lanesborough is a medium-sized Berkshire County community of approximately 2,990 people.  
Land use in the town is predominantly forest (13,083 acres, or 69% cover).  Other significant 
land uses are agriculture (2,397acres, 13% cover) and residential development (1,474 acres, 
8%).  Although residential development is scattered throughout the town, residential and 
commercial development is clustered in three distinct areas Residential development today in 
Lanesborough is located in four population centers.  The Pontoosuc Lake section of town is the 
most densely populated.  This neighborhood began its development during the 1920s and 
continued through the 1940s.  By the beginning of the 1950s, most of the building lots, which 
are less than 1/4–acre, were occupied with seasonal cottages.  Some building continues today, 
as the seasonal cottages are being winterized to accommodate year-round residents.   
 
Data provided by the BRPC indicates that there are 146 residential properties in the floodplain, 
the vast majority of which are located around Pontoosuc Lake.  However, there have been no 
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reports of serious flooding of homes or properties, even though the region has survived several 
severe storms, including those of 100-year flood levels.  Town officials believe that this is  
because the lake level is strictly controlled by the dam, which is owned and maintained by the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation.  The lake is routinely drawn down in the fall to 
provide snow and snowmelt storage capacity, and it is drawn down when heavy precipitation is 
predicted.  With these factors in mind, the town feels that the 100-year floodplain data should be 
re-analyzed.   
 
The Town Center is a cluster of businesses and older residences along Main Street, also known 
as  Route 7.  This area includes the school and several churches, as well as many older 
residences.  The Northern section of Lanesborough is more sparsely settled, but new 
subdivisions off Bailey Road (Victoria Lane, Greylock Estates, Lynn Court) is drawing new 
residents.  The Berkshire Village area, on the eastern edge of town is the location of the 
Berkshire Mall and several businesses located along the Cheshire Road / Rt.8 corridor.  
Commercial development has historically been located along the Routes 7 and 8 which are two 
of the major interstate routes in Berkshire County, both running North - South in their 
Lanesborough sections. New business ventures continue to locate along both these highways.   
 
Currently, there are two sites in town on the National Historic Register: St. Luke’s Church on 
North Main Street (Rt. 7) and the original Pettibone Homestead on Old Cheshire Road.  
According to the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System, which is maintained by 
the Massachusetts Historical Commission, there are 77 historic sites of interest in 
Lanesborough as listed in the.  Most of these sites are farms and residences. There are 30 
farms or residences, 6 churches and 3 schools listed from the 1800’s and 12 houses and 1 
church from the 1700’s. Other sites listed include town buildings, a few businesses, 2 
cemeteries, a landmark and some bridges.  
 
Critical Resources and Facilities; Emergency Operation Centers 
 
Critical facilities are scattered throughout the town.  A complete list of critical facilities, including 
special needs populations, is found in Appendix 1 and their locations are noted on the Critical 
Facilities Map.  Although the firehouse building is not located in the floodplain, the building’s 
septic system and a portion of the parking lot are located in the floodplain.  The firehouse serves 
as the town’s primary Emergency Operations Center, and thus any loss of sanitary capacity or 
parking could reduce the functionality of the building as an EOC if it were needed in a severe 
flooding event.  
 
A Study of the Lanesborough Fire and Water District’s supply, storage, and distribution systems 
was completed by the engineering firm Tighe & Bond in 1999.  The study concluded that major 
upgrades were needed.  Grant loan funding was obtained to complete the high priority needs of 
the distribution system and this work was completed in 2003.  Two major needs remain: 
1. New Well.  An alternate water source is needed because the Bridge St. well does not have 

the capacity to serve the needs of the District if the Miner Rd. well were to become 
unusable. 

2. Increased Storage capacity.  The town currently has only one water storage tank.  An 
additional 1,000,000 gallons storage capacity was recommended, to bring the total to 
1,300,000 gallons.  This would buffer the town from drought to some extent. 

 
The town is in the process of developing a new well and an accompanying storage tank off of 
Bull Hill Road.  This well and tank will add withdrawal and storage capacity.  The well is to be a 
deeper well, reducing the risk of contamination that faces the towns current two wells. 



https://d.docs.live.net/4a8e9efd5a75f683/Desktop/Josh Docs/Policies/LanesbHazMitPlanFinal.docx 19 

 
According to an inventory of Critical Facilities being compiled by the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission, there are four Special Needs Facilities within the town.  However, it has 
come to light during the development of this plan that several other Special Needs Facilities 
have recently located in the town.  These consist mostly of transitional housing, in which 
challenged individuals live in group quarters with live-in counselors.  The managers of these 
facilities do not always alert the town that such a facility has been established, and thus it may 
not be clear that special arrangements may be needed for an efficient evacuation if needed.  
This lack of openness and communication is a concern for first responders. The anecdotally 
known and suspected special needs facilities are show on the Multi-Hazard Mitigation Map. 
 
Emergency Shelters   
 
The CEM Plan lists four mass care shelters within the town of Lanesborough: the Berkshire 
Mall, Lanesborough Elementary School, the fire station and town hall.  These shelters can 
house almost the entire population of the town, including the seasonal homeowners.   
The town has never faced a disaster that has required mass sheltering on such a drastic scale.   
The event that would most likely require sheltering on such a large scale would be a region-wide 
and lasting electric power outage.  The event that could potentially cause the greatest number 
of people to seek shelter would be flooding, and most of those people would be from homes 
situated around Pontoosuc Lake.  Although the level of the lake is controlled by a dam, there 
could conceivably be a time, such as a severe storm event during spring melt, when lowering of 
the lake could not be achieved and wide-spread flooding of properties could occur.  The number 
of people leaving their homes in the lake area could reach 300.  Many of these people would 
seek shelter with family or friends in the region, but it can be assumed that some would need to 
be housed in mass care shelters, at least temporarily.   
 
The combined capacity of the town’s shelters is 3,350 people.  This percentage is 
advantageous and above average for Berkshire County communities.  However, only two of the 
shelters, the fire station and school, have backup energy generation.  The town does have a 
portable generator, but the town hall is not wired to automatically accommodate the input of the 
generator.  The main switch has to be manually turned off to safely draw energy from the 
generator.  The backup energy capacity of the Berkshire Mall is unknown.  None of the shelters 
have showers, including the elementary school.  None of the shelters contain supplies, such as 
cots or blankets, should the shelter be needed.    
 
Table 8.  Shelter Capacity Within Lanesborough and within its neighboring communities 
 

Community Total 
Number 

of 
Shelters 

Shelter 
Capacity 

Yr-round 
Population 

(Census 
2000) 

Yr-round 
Percent 
Covered 

Potential 
Seasonal 

Population* 

Total Yr-
round + 

Seasonal 
Population 

Percent 
Total 

Population 
Covered 

Lanesborough 4 3,350 2,990 112% 207.5 3,197.5 95% 

Cheshire  5 2,483 3,401 73% 30 3,431 72% 

Dalton  15 4,200 6,892 61% 2.5 6,894.5 61% 

Hancock** NA NA 721 NA 327.5 1,048.5 NA 

New Ashford 0 0 247 0% 7.5 254.5 0% 

Pittsfield  15 9,505 45,793 21% 665 46,458 20% 

Source: MEMA 2004 & BRPC 2005. 
*Note: Potential additional seasonal population = (no. of seasonal housing units X 2.5 people ea.).     
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As can be seen in Table 9, the Berkshire Mall is the shelter with the largest capacity which, at 
3,000, is 89% of the total capacity within the town.  It should be noted that the Berkshire Mall is 
privately owned, and there is no existing, formal agreement between the owner of the Mall and 
the town to allow mass sheltering in the event of a large-scale disaster.  Thus, if for some 
reason the mall was not available for sheltering, the town may need to search for capacity in 
neighboring communities.  According to the Berkshire Regional Natural Hazard Plan of 2005, 
capacity for Lanesborough’s neighboring communities to shelter their own population is much 
less.  For example, the CEMPs for the towns of Hancock and New Ashford do not list any 
shelters at all, and the City of Pittsfield has shelters that can accommodate only 20% of its own 
population.  It is unknown where Lanesborough residents could be accommodated if a wide-
spread disaster occurred in the central Berkshire County area and if the Mall were not available 
for sheltering.  For example, return to the previously discussed flood event that would cause 
Lanesborough residents around Pontoosuc Lake to evacuate.  A flood event that was severe 
enough to flood the banks of a dam-controlled water body such as Pontoosuc Lake would 
undoubtedly be flooding and forcing the evacuation of people throughout the region.  It is 
unknown if the central Berkshire region’s shelters are adequately equipped with power and 
services to house the evacuees. 
 
One alternative to mass sheltering is to promote “on-site” sheltering, where some residents 
weather the storm in their own homes.  When possible, sheltering residents on-site can be 
preferable to moving them to centrally-located shelters.  This is especially important for 
residents that are located in areas that are remote and difficult to reach.  It is also important for 
farmers or independently-minded residents that are reluctant or refuse to leave their homes and 
animals behind.     
 
However, it is important to advocate on-site sheltering only when the local residents are well-
supplied with food, water and heat.  Although many residents that live in remote areas have 
supplies and backup generators, their level of preparedness is varied, and even those who have 
purchased generators may not be properly educated on their use.  If on-site sheltering is 
determined to be a viable alternative to mass sheltering, the town should conduct extensive 
outreach programs to ensure that residents are properly and safely sheltered in the event of an 
extended power outage or in the event that rescue teams cannot reach them.  
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Table 9.  Lanesborough Mass Care Shelters 
 

MASS  CARE  SHELTERS 
                                                                                                         {Y / N to these 4} 
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Restrictions 

A 
Fire Station 
180 South Main St. 

Charlie Durfee --        
413-443-2321 

Y Y Y Y 100 Primary EOC 

B 
Lanesborough Elementary 
School 
188 Summer Street 

Ellen Boshe --            
413-443-0027 

Y Y Y Y 200  

C 
Berkshire Mall 
Old State Rd. 

Joseph Scelsi--          
413-445-4400 

N Y N Y 3000 Shopping Mall 

D 
Lanesborough Town Hall 
83 N. Main St. 

Paul Boudreau--         
413-442-0965 

N N Y Y 50 Limited space 

Source: Lanesborough CEMP, 2003, updated by BRPC. 

 
 
Transportation Network 
 
There are nine miles of state-maintained roads, 49 miles of town roads, and 2 miles of state 
park roads, for a total of approximately 60 miles of roadway within the town.  Of these, 
approximately 60% are paved and 40% are unpaved.  Berkshire County’s two most important 
north-south arterial roads travel through Lanesborough.  Approximately seven miles of Route 7, 
which also serves as the town’s Main Street, travel through the central portion of the town, and 
approximately two miles of Route 8, also known as Cheshire Road, travel through the 
southeastern portion of the town.  According to a MassHighway study conducted 2000, the 
average daily traffic count was 14,900 vehicles per day along Rt.7 on the 
Lanesborough/Pittsfield border.  According to traffic counts taken by the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission in 2001, the average daily traffic on Route 8 is 13,700 vehicles (BRPC, 
2005).  Other important transportation routes include the Rt 7 Rt 8 Connector Road (formally 
known as the Mall Road), Bull Hill Road, which is the main road to access the densely 
developed area along Pontoosuc Lake’s northern shore, and North Main Road, which is a major 
route to Mt. Greylock State Reservation, one of the region’s most heavily visited state parks. 
 
Approximately four miles of road (4% of total mileage) travel through floodplain areas.  Bull Hill, 
Miner, Putnam roads and Bridge Street cross Town Brook and its floodplain, and are important 
in that they connect Main Street to the residences on Pontoosuc Lake and the western portion 
of the town.  Summer Street and Swamp Road cross Muddy Brook and its floodplain, and are 
important in that they connect the Berkshire Mall and Berkshire Village to the town center.  
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In other areas of town, steeply graded roads, especially gravel roads, are damaged by 
washouts.  Washouts occur regularly after severe storm events on Scott, Quarry and North 
Main and Kessler roads.  In some instances the steep grade of the road is the main cause for 
the damages.  However, along some stretches of North Main Street, residents do not favor the 
roadside drainage ditches and fill them in.  This causes increased runoff and erosion on the 
road itself.  Unfortunately, the town does not own right-of-way easements along the sides of the 
road, and the DPW is reluctant to clear out or excavate the ditches. 
 
Several bridges and road crossings are impacted by heavy spring melts and severe rain storms.  
The bridge at Putnam Road is the crossing of most concern.  The roadway crosses Town 
Brook, which flows under the road through an open bottom arch culvert.  The road chronically 
floods in the spring and during heavy rain events.  As a result, the streambank and the area 
around the culvert experiences severe erosion and the integrity of the road is beginning to fail.  
The since 2000, the town has routinely cleared the area of debris to reduce flooding and set rip 
rap along the banks to reduce erosion.  The October 2005 floods eroded the banks so severely 
that the rip rap gave way and the embankments surrounding the culvert caved in.  The area was 
again stabilized, but unfortunately these efforts were not enough and, in April of 2006, one lane 
of the road was closed for safety reasons.  In total, the town has repaired this site nine times in 
eight years.  The road remained one lane for 19 months, until the town could find the funds to 
repair the crossing to a level that would again allow two-lane travel, but this repair work is not a 
permanent solution.  The town expects to pursue grant funds to redesign and construct a long-
term solution.  Maintaining a safe road crossing at this site is important in that a home-based 
construction business uses this route to access arterial Route 7 and several volunteer firemen 
rely on this road to reach the fire station in an emergency. 
 
The bridge on Miner Road, also across Town Brook, is also a bridge of concern.  The concrete 
footings are eroded and beginning to fail.  Bridge inspections conducted by the Executive Office 
of Transportation state that the bridge has Severe/Major Deficiencies and action repairs should 
be initiated immediately.  The bridge has been on the Berkshire Transportation Improvement 
Program for several years, but has failed to move forward for construction.  The Narragansett 
Road crossing is also in need of repair.  Fortunately, this last site has received $600,000 in 
grant funds, but it is unknown when the project will commence. 
 
The Balance Rock Road crossing of Secum Brook and the Summer Street crossing at Muddy 
Brook are additional sites that occasionally flood.  Balance Rock Road was improved in the mid-
1980s, when a third culvert was installed alongside the original culverts, but this improvement 
has not fully rectified the situation.  Some of the flooding occurs because limbs and other woody 
debris is washed down from forestry activities upstream  There are two culverts under Summer 
Street, but the road crosses through a very low spot in the landscape, were the water table is 
unusually high.   
 
Beaver activity effects roadways across the town.  The impacts most recent are the flooding of 
road crossings along Town Brook.  Dams within the wetland are inhibiting the free flow of the 
brook and creating impoundments.  As the beaver dams are generally deep within the wetlands 
that follow the brook, it is difficult to install and maintain water levelers or other beaver control 
devices. Beaver control devices have been successfully deployed at Swamp Road (wiring has 
been built around the ends of the culvert), below the mall (wiring at the culvert ends) and Silver 
Street (beaver pond leveler).  Additional controls will be installed as funding becomes available.   
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Lanesborough economy 
 
Lanesborough is primarily a bedroom community, receiving the vast majority of local property 
taxes from residences.  The Berkshire Mall is the single largest taxpayer and employer in the 
town.  In addition, there are several small businesses, principally located along the Route 7 / 
Main Street corridor.  Fortunately, the town’s largest employers and those businesses that are 
located along the main street are not located within floodplain areas. 
 

 
3.3  Existing Protection Measures 

 
Floodplain and Water Resource Protection 
 
Fortunately, there are no repetitive loss properties in Lanesborough.  There has only been one 
flood insurance claim in the town, and this claim was for $6,554.  Lanesborough is enrolled in 
the National Flood Insurance Program.   
 
Lanesborough enacted its Floodplain/Wetlands Protection zoning bylaw in 1965.  This bylaw 
states that “In the flood plain district no new building or structure shall be erected, constructed, 
altered, enlarged or moved, no dumping filling or earth transfer or relocation shall be used for any 
purposes.”  Exceptions include agriculture, silviculture, natural resource conservation, outdoor 
recreational use (excluding buildings or structures) and existing lawful dwellings.  The bylaw is 
strictly enforced by the building inspector. 
 
Lanesborough has adopted a Water Supply Protection district, which encompasses much of the 
aquifer recharge area for the municipal water supply.  This zone prohibits several activities that 
have the potential to negatively impact the aquifer, including facilities that would involve large 
volumes of hazardous waste, household waste, salt products, junkyards and petroleum 
products.  It also regulates several other land use activities involving large volumes of 
herbicides, pesticides and fertilizers.  Unfortunately, several of the aforementioned facilities are 
non-conforming uses that were located within the zone when it was adopted. 
 
Some aspects of flood protection are provided through compliance with the state building code, 
which incorporate NFIP standards.  The building code is strictly enforced by the Lanesborough 
building inspector.  Other flood protections in place include the Mass. Wetlands Protection Act, 
which is administered by the Lanesborough Conservation Commission.  The BRPC has 
provided critical water resources maps to the town, including a Wetlands Resource Map 
depicting the resource areas that trigger WPA permitting, and a Critical Facilities Map, on which 
the FEMA 100-year floodplain data has been overlain.  This map can be viewed in Appendix 1. 
 
Stormwater Management 
 
Stormwater runoff from developed areas, particularly those with high percentages of impervious 
surface area, can degrade water quality, accelerate the timing and volume of peak flows, and 
increase flooding downstream.  Lanesborough is a NPDES II community, which requires it to 
manage stormwater in such a manner that it will not impair or degrade the quality or quantity of 
water resources within the town.   As part of the effort to control stormwater discharges, the 
outfalls within the town were mapped with GIS technology, and the condition of the outfalls were 
photographed and assessed.  This will allow the town to identify and prioritize which stormwater 
discharges should be targeted for improvement. 
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Also as part of its NPDES program, the town recently developed and enacted a Land 
Disturbance Bylaw to more strictly regulate discharges to the municipal separate storm sewer 
system.  The bylaw establishes minimum storm water management standards for the final 
conditions that result from development and redevelopment projects, to minimize adverse 
impacts offsite and downstream which would be borne by abutters, townspeople and the 
general public.  The bylaw requires the development of a Stormwater Management Plan to 
ensure that the stormwater standards are met and will be maintained, and an Operations and 
Maintenance Plan for any stormwater control structures that are installed at the site.  The town 
issued its first permit under this new bylaw in 2008. 
 
In another effort to control discharges from its municipal stormwater drainage system, 
Lanesborough has enacted an Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination bylaw.  This bylaw 
prohibits unauthorized connections to the town’s drainage system.  Although the focus of the 
bylaw is to reduce pollutant load in the drainage system, it will also reduce the volume of 
stormwater within the system during periods of high flows, such as spring melt and storm 
events.  
 
The Berkshire Mall is the town’s largest impervious development, covering approximately 60 
acres.  Fortunately, it was built with adequate stormwater storage capacity, as it has two  
stormwater detention basins.    
 
Stormwater runoff is a serious issue in the densely developed neighborhoods along the northern 
shoreline of Pontoosuc Lake.  Runoff flows down the steeply sloped “Indian Streets” along 
Narragansett Avenue.  This runoff damages the roadways and impacts the water quality of the 
northern lake cove.  The Indian streets are not town-accepted roads, thus complicating 
maintenance and improvement of them.  
 
Beaver Activity Controls 
 
The local DPW spends an inordinate amount of time cleaning culverts that have been clogged 
by beavers.  To minimize flooding of roads and properties, the town has begun to employ 
beaver control devices, such as placing wiring around culvert inlet and outlets and installing 
pond levelers in beaver dams.  In more serious situations, the town will continue to have the 
beavers professionally removed.   
 
Capacity of Lanesborough Emergency Response Teams 
 
 Lanesborough, like most of the communities in Berkshire County, does not have a full-time fire 
department.  The fire department consists of 32 volunteers, all who serve without pay, including 
the fire chief.  Although this sounds like a relatively robust department, there are no on-duty 
services.  It is difficult to maintain volunteer fire fighters, due to family and financial 
responsibilities and due to the increasing demands for training.  Volunteers find it difficult to find 
the time to attend intensive trainings, few of which are offered in the Western Mass. region. 
 
Of the membership, only two are typically within the town’s boundary and available to respond 
to calls during the work week, as all other members work outside the town.  Fires or hazardous 
materials calls that occur during the workday are typically handled through mutual aid, mostly by 
the Pittsfield Fire Department, which is the only neighboring community with a full-time staff.   
 
The Emergency Medical Service is also a volunteer department, and all of them are also 
members of the fire department.  As such, EMS response is available only when EMT’s are at 
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home.  The fire department recently sponsored a town warrant budget item to fund full-time 
EMS coverage, but this item was narrowly defeated at town meeting.  The department hopes to 
apply for a grant to fund the position for five years, but it is unknown if the application will be 
successful. 
 
The Lanesborough fire and police departments have formal Mutual Aid Agreements through 
their respective chief associations.  The Lanesborough Board of Health has formal agreements 
through its county association.  Like most public works departments across the state, the 
Lanesborough DPW has no formal agreements with neighboring towns.  The DPW 
Superintendent maintains close ties with fellow superintendents and colleagues.   He is an 
active member and past president of the Mass. Highway Association and sits on the board of 
the District 1 Highway Superintendent’s Association, which helps to keep him updated on new 
and emerging issues and technologies, and maintains his connection and working relationships 
with neighboring departments.  
 
The town has signed the Western Regional Homeland Security Advisory Council’s Mutual Aid 
Agreement.  The surrounding communities of Dalton, Pittsfield and Hancock have also signed 
this agreement, while the towns of Cheshire and New Ashford have not.  The town has not 
signed the Berkshire Addendum, which has been developed to provide some additional 
flexibility to the volunteer members that make up the bulk of the first responder teams in the 
Berkshires. 
 
Because the town does not have the full-time professional first response team that larger 
municipalities across the state have, Lanesborough is an active participating member of the 
Central Berkshire Regional Emergency Committee. Although by state statute the committee’s 
main focus is planning, preparing and responding to hazardous materials events, the committee 
is consciously expanding its focus to include other emergency events, such as natural disasters, 
biological or pandemic flu, or terrorism.  The CBREPC strengthens cooperative working 
relationships and mutual aid agreements, and provides training on a regional level. 
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SECTION 4.  MULTI - HAZARD MITIGATION ACTION PLAN 
 
 
Lanesborough town officials partnered with BRPC, and collected and analyzed hazard data 
from the summer and autumn of 2008.  The Draft Goals and Objectives within this plan were 
developed as local vulnerabilities were being identified and concerns were being raised by 
emergency responders and local officials.  The following goal was adopted from the Berkshire 
Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan.   
 
Overall Goal:  Reduce the loss of life, property, and infrastructure, and environmental and 
cultural resources from disasters through a comprehensive mitigation program that includes 
planning, prevention and preparedness strategies. 
 
The analysis of historic disaster data and the concerns raised by emergency response were 
factors in the development of a series of “Major Findings” for the town.  These Major Findings 
listed which disasters have caused the greatest damage, highlighted what areas of town are 
most vulnerable to disaster impacts, and outlined high priority actions.    A summary of the 
Major Findings is as follows: 
 
Major Finding #1:  The Most Serious Hazards in the Town of Lanesborough 
 
▪ Winter storms are the most frequent identifiable events to occur in the town. 
▪ Repetitive flooding from storm events at Putnam Road and Miner Road are the sites of most 

concern to the DPW, demanding continual maintenance and straining its budget.  Chronic 
washouts on North Main Street are also a concern.  

▪ Microbursts have caused tree damage and power outages . 
▪ Contamination of the town water supply has occurred only once, but was the single most 

threatening event to the town’s infrastructure. 
▪ The April 2008 forest fire was the largest recorded in the state. 
▪ Beavers create chronic flooding problems throughout the town and are currently disrupting 

the flow of Town Brook. 
 
Major Finding #2:  Our Vulnerability  
 
▪ Several roads are chronically damaged by severe storm events, including flooding, 

washouts and deficient bridges.  
▪ The town drinking water supply remains vulnerable to contamination from a hazardous 

materials spill along the Rt. 7 / Main Street corridor. 
▪ The municipal  water supply could be at risk during drought without additional withdrawal 

capacity and additional storage.  
▪ The majority of properties within the100-year floodplain are located around densely 

Pontoosuc Lake. 
▪ Adequate shelter for long-term sheltering (more than a few days) is lacking. 
▪ First responders do not clearly know where Special Needs Facilities are located. 
  
Major Objectives to meet the Goal and address the Major Findings: 
 
1. Reduce the risk of flood damage. 
2. Secure the town drinking water supply. 
3. Increase emergency preparedness. 
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Plan Update 
 
The Lanesborough Multi-hazard Mitigation Plan is designed to be a working, living document.    
The Lanesborough Hazard Mitigation Committee will meet annually to discuss the prior year’s 
hazardous events and to revisit the plan.  At that time, the Committee will review the plan, 
analyze the hazards to determine if the data within the plan is still valid, and update the action 
plan to reflect changes or conditions that have occurred.  Hazard mitigation measures that have 
been implemented will be analyzed for their effectiveness.  This analysis may include site visits 
to appropriate locations where these measures have been implemented.  Mitigation measures 
that have not been implemented will be reviewed to determine if they are still expected minimize 
hazards if implemented, or if they are no longer viable options.   
 
Evaluation of the hazard mitigation plan in its entirety will be done on a five-year basis in 
accordance to the Disaster Mitigation act of 2000, or if a significant natural hazard disaster 
occurs.  Any new problems that arise will be reviewed by the hazard mitigation committee and 
incorporated in to the hazard mitigation plan.  The plan will be updated to meet changing 
conditions in the town or in the region.  The Emergency Management Director will oversee the 
hazard mitigation committee’s involvement in the review and updating process.  
 
As with other planning projects undertaken in Lanesborough, the public will be given the 
opportunity to review the plan and its proposed amendments, and to submit comments.  Public 
comments will be invited through notices placed in the Berkshire Eagle and on the town 
website.  The plan and its proposed amendments will be discussed at a Select Board meeting, 
which is publicly noticed in accordance with public meeting laws, and which is televised and 
distributed through local cable access, thus providing wide-spread public exposure.  Comments 
will also be solicited from the CBREPC.   
 



https://d.docs.live.net/4a8e9efd5a75f683/Desktop/Josh Docs/Policies/LanesbHazMitPlanFinal.docx 28 

SECTION 5:  ACTIONS 
 
Prioritizing Actions 
 
Although tornadoes have caused the most serious damages in Berkshire County in the last 50 
years, their frequency, location and severity are unpredictable.  Severe winter storms and ice 
storms are serious, annual, relatively predictable events that are viewed as part of life in the 
Berkshires.  It is difficult to identify protection measures to mitigate the impacts of these events. 
 
Flooding can be the end result of several natural hazards, including heavy snowfall/spring melt, 
ice jams, heavy rains from severe thunderstorms and hurricanes, and beaver activity.  Flooding 
can also occur due to dam failure or poor stormwater management.  Flooding is a natural 
hazard that can reasonably be mitigated through proper land use and structural protections.  
Therefore, flooding should be a major focus in future mitigation planning and implementation. 
 
The drinking water supply of the Lanesborough Fire and Water district has historically been 
threatened a limited number of times.  However, one spill from the Mobil Station was extensive 
enough to impact the town’s drinking water supply and remove a well from use.  The continued 
protection of the town’s drinking water supply may depend on the preparedness and quick 
deployment of a first response team.  Therefore, a hazardous materials spill should also be a 
major focus in future mitigation and planning. 
 
The Lanesborough Hazard Mitigation Committee followed the prioritization method used in the 
development of actions for the Berkshire Regional Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The 
Committee asked BRPC, as the technical assistant and consultant to the regional hazard 
mitigation effort, to draft and prioritize the actions that had been developed according to the 
level of concern that had been raised by local officials and citizens during the development of 
the Lanesborough Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan.    
 
As requested, BRPC developed draft priority levels for the actions and presented these to the 
Committee.  Priority Levels were determined using three general criteria: 1) the level of potential 
severity of the hazard/disaster event 2) the level of concern for the hazard/disaster, as voiced by 
local officials, and 3) practicality of implementing each particular action.  Although cost was 
considered as part of criteria #3, it was not a determining factor.   
Priority Levels were assigned as follows: 
 
▪ High Priority:  Actions that address hazards of greatest severity and concern in the region, 

as voiced by local officials and the Hazard Mitigation Committee, and which should begin to 
be implemented immediately to avert or mitigate the impacts of future disasters.   

▪ Medium Priority: Actions that address hazards of a lesser severity and concern, as voiced by 
local officials and the Hazard Mitigation Committee, and which should be implemented as 
local capacity and funding becomes available. 

▪ Low Priority: Actions to highlight High and Medium Priority Actions. 
 
The draft priorities were accepted as appropriate and are listed below.
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ACTION TABLE 
 

OBJECTIVE #1:  Reduce the risk of flood damage. 
 
 

Actions Hazards 
Addressed 

Priority Level 
High = H 

Medium = M 
Low = L 

Time Frame Responsible Parties  
& Partners 

Potential 
Funding Sources 

Secure funds for the design and construction of a 
permanent solution to the Putnam Road crossing 

Flood-
related 

H ASAP DPW PDM, HMGP, 
Chapter 90 

Advocate for the repair of the Miner Road bridge  Flood H ASAP DPW, MHD MHD 

Pursue commencement of Narragansett Rd project Flood H ASAP DPW, Town Manager  

Continue to pursue stormwater management controls 
in new and redevelopment projects, including Low 
Impact Development techniques 

Flood M 1-5 yrs Planning Bd, Cons 
Com 

None needed 

Consider storm drain improvements in all  road repair 
and construction projects to reduce the volume of 
stormwater discharges to local waterways 

Flood H Ongoing DPW, Cons Com None needed 

Insure the integrity of large beaver dams or breach 
them in a controlled manner 

Flood-
related 

H 1-3 yrs Municipalities, Mass. 
Fish & Game (F&G) 

None needed 

Continue to employ beaver controls where necessary Flood M Ongoing DPW, Cons Com MHD, town funds 

Pursue right-of-way easements along chronic washout 
sites along Kessler Road 

Flood M 1-5 yrs DPW, Town Counsel Town funds 

Work with Friends of Pontoosuc to continue to identify 
and mitigate stormwater inputs into the lake 

Flood M Ongoing DPW, Cons Com, 
Friends of Pontoosuc 

Town funds, DEP 
grants 

Investigate and mitigate stormwater runoff into 
Pontoosuc Lake in the “Indian Streets” section along 
Narragansett Avenue 

Flood M 1-5 yrs DPW, Friends of 
Pontoosuc 

DEP grants, 
Chapter 90, town 
funds 

Hold a workshop for residents within the floodplain 
area and public officials to update them on the NFIP 
program and possible flood mitigation techniques 
(building relocation, floodproofing options) that may be 
appropriate for their properties 

Flood M 1-3 Town Manager, Bd of 
Health, Emergency 
Management 
Dir.(EMD), DCR NFIP 
Coordinator 

Town funds 
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Actions Hazards 
Addressed 

Priority Level 
High = H 

Medium = M 
Low = L 

Time Frame Responsible Parties  
& Partners 

Potential 
Funding Sources 

Notify all floodplain property owners about the NFIP 
program and floodproofing options 

Flood M 1-3 Town Manager, EMD Send in tax bills 

Request verification and updating of FIRM maps for 
the Pontoosuc Lake area 

Flood L 1-5 yrs Town Manager, EMD None needed 

Continue to support the building inspector and the 
Conservation Commission in their protection of 
floodplain and wetlands resource areas 

Flood-
related 

H Ongoing Select Bd Town funds 

 
 
 
OBJECTIVE #2:  Secure public drinking water supplies. 
 

Actions Hazards 
Addressed 

Priority Level 
High = H 

Medium = M 
Low = L 

Time Frame Responsible 
Parties 

Potential Funding 
Sources 

Continue to strictly enforce the Water Supply 
Protection District bylaw 

Haz Mat H Ongoing Planning Bd, Bldg 
Inspector 

None needed 

Pursue an additional drinking water source and 
construction of a new water storage tank 

Drought H 1-3 yrs Fire District, Town 
Manager 

DEP grants, State 
Revolving Loan  

Develop a response and spill control plan for the Rt 
7 corridor and follow this up by conducting training 
exercises 

Haz Mat H ASAP Fire District, 
CBREPC 

Fire District, grants 

Consider enacting a Water Supply Protection District 
for the Berkshire Village Cooperative aquifer 

Haz Mat, 
Drought 

M 1-5 yrs Planning Bd, Select 
Bd 

None needed 

Develop wellhead protection plans, including 
stormwater management and hazardous spill 
containment, within Zone II areas of public drinking 
water wells 

Haz mat M 1-3 yrs Fire District, DEP, 
Bd Health 

Town funds, DEP 
grants 
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OBJECTIVE #3:  Increase emergency preparedness. 
 

Actions Hazards 
Addressed 

Priority 
Level 

High = H 
Medium = 

M 
Low = L 

Time Frame Responsible 
Parties 

Potential 
Funding 
Sources 

Provide workshops to help local businesses to 
develop disaster mitigation plans for their 
facilities  

All H 1-3 yrs MEMA, EMD 
Chambers of 
Commerce 

FEMA, West. 
Reg. Homeland 
Security Adv. 
Council 
(WRHSAC) 

Secure adequate sheltering 

• Consider retrofitting the elementary school 
with showers 

• Wire the police station to more readily allow 
portable generator hookup 

• Secure a formal agreement withBerkshire 
Mall for its use as a mass care shelter 

• Consider designing the new 
Community/Senior Center so that it can 
serve as a shelter, e.g. with power backup 
and showers 

• Locate and store shelter equipment, such as 
cots and blankets 

All M 1-5 EMD, Town 
Manager, Select 
Bd, Recreation 
Committee, 
CBREPC 

WRHSAC 

Educate residents about disaster response 

• Conduct local disaster response drills at the 
school and feature them in local news media 

• Provide evacuation and sheltering 
information to residents in the floodplain 

• Provide residents outside the hazard areas 
with information on how to equip their homes 
for “on-site” sheltering 

All M 1-5 yrs EMD, CBREPC WRHSAC, Town 
funds 

Encourage owners and managers of special 
needs facilities to share information about their 
clients and their facilities to local first responders 
 

All H ASAP EMD, Building 
Inspector, Fire 
Chief, Police Chief 

None needed 
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Pursue funding for the hiring of a full-time EMT / 
Firefighter position 

All M Next town 
meeting 

Fire Chief, EMD, 
Select Bd 

Town funds, 
Safer Grant 

Work with the CBREPC and other emergency 
organizations to increase the opportunities for 
local volunteers to attend NIMS and other 
trainings  

All M Ongoing EMD, Fire Chief, 
Police Chief, 
CBREPC, MEMA 

Grants, MEMA, 
WRHSAC 

Sign the Berkshire Addendum All H ASAP Town Manager, 
Select Bd 

None needed 
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APPENDIX 1 

 
Critical Facilities and Hazard Identification 
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Critical Facilities List 
 

Name  Address Town Zip Telephone # Contact 

Bus Serivce           

Dufour Inc. 52 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-496-9087  
Fire           

Fire Station 180 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2321 Charles Durfee 

Ambulance           

Lanesbrough Ambulance/Fire 180 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2321 Ralph Morrison 

Health Services           

Fire Station 180 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2321 Charles Durfee 

Police Station 8 Prospect Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-4107 Mark Bashara 

Schools           

Lanesborough Elementary School 188 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-0027 Ellen Boshe 

Berkshire Hills SDA School Route 8 Lanesborough 1237 413-442-5511 Arthur Cheney 

Temp morgue           

Astro Beef Company 720 Cheshire Road Lanesborough 01237 413-499-0420  
Mass Care Shelter           

Fire Station 180 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2321 Charles Durfee 

Lanesborough Elementary School 188 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-0027 Ellen Boshe 

Berkshire Mall 123 Old State Road Lanesborough 01237 413-445-4400 Joseph Scelsi 

Lanesborough Town Hall 83 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-0965 Paul Boudreau 

Special Needs Facilities*           

Lanesborough Elementary School 188 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-0027 Ellen Boshe 

Hidden Valley Campground 15 Scott Road Lanesborough 01237 413-447-9419 Michael Dilego 

Mt. Greylock State Reservation Campground Rockwell Road Lanesborough 01237 413-499-4262 DEM Region 5 

Camp Mohawk YMCA Camp 350 Old Cheshire Road Lanesborough 01237 413-443-9843 Director 

Ponderosa Pine Campground 50 Potter Mountain Road Lanesborough 01237   
Staging Areas           

Fire Station 180 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2321 Charles Durfee 

Lanesborough Elementary School 188 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-0027 Ellen Boshe 

Lanesborough Town Hall 83 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-0965 Paul Boudreau 

Cultural Resources           

Mt. Greylock State Reservation Campground Rockwell Road Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1521  
Camps           
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Hidden Valley Campground 15 Scott Road Lanesborough 01237 413-447-9419 Michael Dilego 

Mt. Greylock State Reservation Campground Rockwell Road Lanesborough 01237 413-499-4262 DEM Region 5 

Camp Mohawk YMCA Camp 350 Old Cheshire Road Lanesborough 01237 413-443-9843 Director 

Ponderosa Pine Campground 50 Potter Mountain Road Lanesborough 01237   
Traffic Points           

Rte 7 & Hancock Road      
Rte 7 & Mall Connector Road      
Rte 7 & Summer Street Crossing      
Rte 7 & Brodie Mountain Road      
Rte 8 & First Mall Crossing      
Rte 8 & Second Mall Crossing      
Rte 8 & Old State Road      
Rte 8 & Bailey Road      
Water Treatment           

Water Treatment Plant Bridge Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-5916 Theodore Nylic 

Police           

Police Station 8 Prospect Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-4107 Mark Bashara 

Cemetaries           

Riverside Cemetery Bailey Road Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1167 Mary Reilly 

Talcott Cemetery North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1167 Mary Reilly 

Center Cemetery South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1167 Mary Reilly 

Mountain View Cemetery Ann Drive Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1167 Mary Reilly 

Town Offices           

Town Hall 83 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1167 Paul Boudreau 

EOC           

Fire Station 180 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2321 Charles Durfee 

Alternate EOC           

Police Station 8 Prospect Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-4107 Mark Bashara 

Religious Facilities           

St. Luke's Episcopal Church 
1836 Old Stone Church Rte. 
7 Lanesborough 01237 413-443-0165  

Fellowship Bible Church Rte 7 Lanesborough 01237 413-443-1811  
Seventh-Day Adventist Church Route 8 Berkshire 01225   
Berkshire Union Chapel 191 Old State Road Berkshire 01225   
North American Martyrs Church 17 Julean Drive Lanesborough 01237   
Gas Stations           



https://d.docs.live.net/4a8e9efd5a75f683/Desktop/Josh Docs/Policies/LanesbHazMitPlanFinal.docx 37 

Krupa Enterprise 706 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-447-9534  
Lanesborough Mobil North Main Street Lanesborough 01237   
Dams           

Dam between Scott Road and North Main Road      
Day Care           

 94 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 413-684-5165 Kristen Bazonski 

 24 Gulf Road Lanesborough 01237 413-443-9843 
Roseanne 
Coons 

 674 Cheshire Road Lanesborough 01237 413-499-7169 

 24 Ocean Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-7162 Teri Quagliano 

 160 Miner Road Lanesborough 01237 413-442-5049 Diane Stiles 

 188 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-0027 

 654 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-445-5062 Michelle Daunais 

 60 Summer Street Lanesborough 01237 412-445-2530 Stephanie Myers 

DPW           

DPW 10 Maple Court Lanesborough 01237 413-443-1921 William Decelles 

Water Tank           

 Prospect Street Lanesborough 01237   
Cell Tower           

 Berkshire Mall Road     
Hotel/Motel           

Bascom Lodge Mt. Greylock Summit Road Adams 01237 413-743-1591  
Lampost Motel 110 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-2979 Chmpa Patel 

Lanesborough Mountain Motel 110 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-6717 Arvind Patel 

Mountain View Motel 499 S Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-1009 Hasmukh Patel 

Stone School Gallery 732 North Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-442-0996 Cheryl Sacks 

Weathervane Motel 475 South Main Street Lanesborough 01237 413-443-3230 Navin Shah 

Public Water Supplies           

Arizona Pizza Company  Lanesborough 01237   
Berkshire Spring  Lanesborough 01237   
Camp Mohawk YMCA Camp  Lanesborough 01237   
GP Well # 1 Bridge Street  Lanesborough 01237   
GP Well #2 Town Brook  Lanesborough 01237   
Hidden Valley Campground  Lanesborough 01237   
Hidden Valley Campground  Lanesborough 01237   
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Zen’s Pub & Grill  Lanesborough 01237   
Patriot Resort Visitors Center  Lanesborough 01237   
Pittsfield Mold & Tool  Lanesborough 01237   
Ponderosa Campground  Lanesborough 01237   
The Brook Pub & Grill  Lanesborough 01237   
Well #3 (01G)  Lanesborough 01237   
Well #7 (02G)  Lanesborough 01237   

      
Source:  BRPC, 2008; Town officials 2008. 
 

*Note: Special Needs Facilities is incomplete; several transitional housing facilities are located throughout the town.  Those 
known to town officials anecdotally are located on the Lanesborough Hazard Mitigation Map, but are not listed here due to 
lack of information. 
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Multi-hazard Mitigation Map for Lanesborough and surround areas 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Public Outreach Materials 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

Formal Plan Approval 
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